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Montgomery County Public Schools Assessment Prognm:
Kindergarten and gade 1 readitg report. Rocl-ville, MD:
Montgomery Public Schools, Ofrce of Shared Accountability.
Refieved Octobcr 24- 2002. ftorn
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This study of Moftgomery County, Maryland, Public Schools
looked at the effects ofthc serond year ofdre kindergrten
initiative, which cxpanded full-day kindcrgarten, reduced class
size. and revised dp ctudculurn, These schools wrre seiect€d
becanse they had the highest concentration of disadvantagcd and
Iow-income students. The full-day schcdule was enhaoced by a
strcngthaned kindergart€n curriculum including thc od€nded
timc for "balanced literacy instruction," a strcngthencd
instructional program in other acedemic areas, wi'th specifrc
blocls of time for "sustained high quslity teaching." Tlrc
student:
teacher ratio for fullday classes was also rcduccd !o l5:1. Thc
study that compared the progress of studcnts in the fulliay
prognm with those in half-day classcs, included thcsc key
findings:

Fifty-one percrnt of African American studena from th€
tull-day kinderg&ncn class achiwcd first-grade
benchmark, compared to 49 perccnt of all first.gnde
Af can Americar studenb.
Fofty-eight p€rc€nt ofstudenb ir t€e and rcduccd-pice
lunch prognms Fom the full-day progrun achieved gradc
benchmarks as comparcd with 45 percent ofall frcc and
rcduced-pricc lunch students.
The second year of fr.rll-day kinderganen confinned that
childrcn in fte€ and rcduced-price lunch and ESOL
programs had the greatest rde of improvcment compercd
to the half-day kindergartcn plogram.

This study did not appear to contol for the variability of class
size. The student-teacher ratio in full-day clEsses was l5:1,
where in half-day classes thc ratio was 22: l. Th€r€fore. it might
be hard to isolate full-day as thc main factor for higher
achieveme .

Stofnet, F.P. (1998). Anchorage School Distict tull-day
kindergarten study: A follow-up ofthe kinderganen classcs of
1987-88, 1988-89, and 1989-90. Anchorage, AK:Anchoragc
School District (ERIC Docurnent Reproduction S€rvict No.
ED426790)

Anchorage Scbool District's (1998) study ofthe long-telm
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effects of full-day kinderyarten found no maior long-term

ejfects telated to thc length ofthe kindergarteD day Tbe

researchen claim that it-"is likely that, over the years, family

backsround. indivrdual study habits. and othet school
oros;mmatic fadors outweigh the 'kindergarten' fuctor'' Tbey

iid-find however, 0rat students from Trtle I schools who

attende; fuU-day kindergad€n wete generally "better preparcd

for firsr erade than were thet counlerpans" who had anended

half-day-kinderganen (Stomel 1998. p 24)

Weiss, A.M.D.G., & Offenberg RJ. (2002' April)' Enhancing

utu- tfrlat*' , 
""tty 

success in school The power of full-day

krnderganen. Paper prcsented al the 8nnu8l meeting ofthe
L.eriion fOrca:rio,ial Research Association- New Orleans. LA

This studv racked 17,600 Philadelphia students ftom

kinderc;en into fo[th grade. They found that students who
-frJaninded 

fdf-oav tinderganor were 26 percent note likely

than former h81f-dai kindergarhers to make it to thid glad€

;thout repcating a'gtade Full-day kindergalten stud€nts also

mJ;signihcantti tti-gter achievement scores in reading; mstL

una sci!n"e, ttigtier 

-pon 

card marks and bctter &ttendance" by

third erade ( p. i t, althowh by fourth gradc they had hrghcr

achieiemeni in science o;ly, and higher attcrdaace Thc authors

aclno*teage ttrat more research is needed on the content of the

cuniculum-how the additional time is uscd and other

variables-parent education lcvels, and prc-kindergarten

cducation cxPerienco (P. l7).

Welsh. J. (November 13, 2002). Futl-day kindegffien & plus'

Pioneei Priss. Minneapolis Public Schools (2002) All-day

kind"rs"n"n n"tto*s the g8p in early literacy lNews releasc]

Retneved Novcmber 14, 2002' from
. I  L r ' i r l  i  l : ,  r l i l  !  : i '

Minneapolis Public Schools released a study showing that

Narive emcricar\ Hispanic. and African American full-day

kindersarten students have made significent gains in liteBsy 
-

u"ftl"uirn"or *rnp"t"d with their peers ir hatf-day programs ln
particular, these full'day students had accelerated p€rformance

in vocabiary, rhyming, onset phonemos, oral comprehensiott,

letler sounds. and print concepts For exampie, gains in lerter

iounas *erc fO petcent higher than that for half-day students'

[For more detailed information' review new assessment cl&la on

the Web site.l
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